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Special Worship Services Set For Final Days of Lenten Season

During our Lenten season this year we have been focusing on some of the teachings of
Jesus as they are recorded in John’s Gospel. As we studied the teachings, and the context
in which they were spoken, we began to see that Jesus claimed to be the one they had
been looking forward to for many years. He was the answer to their prayers. As Jesus
presented himself as the promised Messiah, the people were divided. Some believed and
some did not. For the past two thousand years the church has continued to present Jesus
as the “hope” that people are looking for. Some believe and some don’t. Some people
experience the hope, the joy, and the life that Jesus offers, while others miss it. We will

continue to present Jesus as the answer as we continue our study of the teachings of Jesus through the
end of Lent. Our special services this year will be as follows. On Thursday, April 1, we will celebrate
communion as we reflect on some of the teachings of Jesus as he was in the upper room with his
disciples. This service will begin at 7 p.m. On Friday, April 2, the entire community is invited to the
Community Church of Hudson for this year’s community Good Friday service. That service starts at
noon. The message that day will focus on the cross. Finally, on Easter, April 4, at 10:10 a.m. we will

gather to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus.

There will be no Sunday School that morning and a

breakfast will be served by the Mission Board from 9:00-9:45 a.m. The breakfast is a freewill offering.
The money goes to support our missionaries around the world.

April Happenings

Official Board
Monday, April 5

Catholic Worker House
Wednesdays, April 7 and 21

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Thursdays, April 8 & 22

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, April 10, 24

Building Plans Q&A
Sunday, April 11

Children and Youth Board
Tuesday, April 13

Adult and Family Board
Monday, April 26

Mission Board To Host Easter Brunch

The Mission Board will be hosting an Easter brunch on
Sunday, April 4, before the Easter worship service. They
will be serving from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The
menu will include ham and egg casserole, frozen fruit cups,
muffins, coffee, milk, and orange juice. There is no cost, but
any donations will go towards mission and outreach
projects. Please join us for great food and fellowship!

Building Plans Q&A
Following worship Sunday,
April 11, a question-and-
answer session will be held
regarding the current build-
ing plans for the proposed
church addition. Everyone is
encouraged to stay for the
discussion.

Holy Week Schedule:

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Service 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 2
Service 12:00 p.m.
Lunch following
Easter Sunday, April 4
Brunch 9:00-9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:10 a.m.




It’s Garage Sale Time Again!

The Adult & Family Board
is preparing for the annual
church garage coming in
May. It is our biggest
fundraiser of the year.
Please take time to go
through your things and
donate some sellable items
to the sale. We are unable
to accept television sets.
The sale is Friday, May 7,
and Saturday, May 8.
There will be coffee and baked goods for sale.
There are many ways for you to help, so please
offer to help out in whatever way that you can.
Contact Sheila Wetherell with any questions.
Sale items may be dropped off at the Education
Building in the drop-off boxes near each door.
Please do not price the items, as this will be
done as we set up for the sale. We are looking
forward to a very good sale this year!

Sign Up For Church Camp!

It is not too late to sign up for church camp!
There are Village Creek Bible Camp brochures
and registration forms in the narthex and in the
church office. There are several sessions to
choose from. The church covers half of the
cost of registration, so each camper will pay
only $155 for a week of camp. There are also
scholarships available. Please see Pastor Ron
for more information.
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working to design a building that will both meet our
present needs and provide for our needs as we move
into the future. We have tried to include the things we
will need for doing children’s, youth, and adult minis-
tries. We have visited other churches, talked to other
church leaders, and read widely on the issues. The
committee is now almost finished with the design, and
hopefully, we will be able to have a congregational
vote sometime in April. The finance committee has
also met to discuss how we are going to fund this
building, and they will be ready soon to make their
recommendations. With this major decision before us,
I thought it would be good to review again why we are
proposing to build when we already have an existing
educational building.

The existing educational building has served this
church very well for many years, and many of you are
probably emotionally attached to the building because
of all the good memories. Some of you were baptized
in that building, you grew up attending Sunday School
and worship in that building. Some of you may have
been married in that building. Your parents may have
had their funeral in that building. Or, maybe you were
one of the individuals who helped dig the basement by
hand. Perhaps you were on one of the building com-
mittees that designed the additions to that building.
Some of you may have come to Christ in that building.
I understand your attachment.

However, we are at a point in our history where we
really do need to make some changes. Our church has
been on the decline for many years and we are at a
place where we must make some drastic changes or
we will die. We are already in the process of making
some changes, but we must continue to move ahead. I
know change is not easy, but it is necessary.

First of all, our congregation is made up of quite a few
older people. We need to make some changes to better
serve them. First of all, we need handicapped rest-
rooms. We do not have facilities that would allow a
person in a wheelchair to attend our church. This must
be remedied. We also need a fellowship hall that is on
ground level. It is a hardship for our older members to
go from one building to another, especially in the win-
ter, and then have to go down a flight of stairs in order
to enjoy church fellowship. It will also make it much
easier for funerals if our fellowship hall is on the same
floor as the sanctuary, and in the same building.
(Continued on page 4)



We have been publishing some of the Position Papers from the Conservative Congregational Christian
Conference (CCCC) to become better acquainted with their stands on various issues. This month we
will look at position on Pornography and Obscenity.

CCCC STATEMENT REGARDING PORNOGRAPHY AND OBSCENITY

The Conservative Congregational Christian Conference is aware of the widespread and harmful influ-
ence which pornography increasingly is having on our country. It has become clear to us that we can no
longer remain idle while promoters of pornography contribute to the decline of the morals of society by
advocating a lifestyle which is contrary to Biblical teaching, is harmful to the family, and is ultimately
destructive to individuals.

The word pornography is derived from two Greek words: porne which means “harlot,” and graphein
which means “to write.” Originally, then, pornography referred to “the writing of harlots”
(pornographos). Today it refers to any explicit depictions of erotic behavior (as in pictures, photo-
graphs, writings, or books) which are intended to cause sexual excitement.

Pornography has its roots in the abuse of sexual expression. The New Testament makes it abundantly
clear that a cardinal vice of the pagan world was impurity and immorality. The Apostle Paul pays special
attention to the sinful behavior characteristic of the Gentile world, particularly the sins of immorality
and homosexuality (Romans 1:24-27). Sexual sins head up a list of sins which characterized a world that
had sunk deep into the depravity of the flesh and of the spirit: the most fundamental sin being the rejec-
tion of God and His righteous ways (Romans 1:21,25,28,32). Today, in our secular and humanistic soci-
ety, the Biblically condemned forms of sexual immorality are not only tolerated but openly promoted as
“alternate life styles” which should be accepted.

Standing in sharp contrast are the Scriptures which condemn fornication (Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5), adultery
(Lev. 20:10; Rom. 1:24), incest (Lev. 18:6; I Cor. 5:1), homosexuality (Lev. 20:13; Rom. 1:24), bestial-
ity (Lev. 18:23), and prostitution (Lev. 19:29; Eph. 5:5). Also the Old Testament makes it clear that the
presence of evil sexual practices was a major cause for God’s judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah
(Gen. 19:5,13). Scripture tells us “it is God’s will that you should be sanctified; that you should avoid
sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and hon-
orable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God...” (I Thess. 4:3-5).

Pornography is one form of depraved man’s insistence on explicit sexual activity. Pornography is known
to visually depict, and by inference, to approve and encourage, most if not all of the earlier mentioned
forms of sexual immorality. Pornography is especially degrading to women since most pornography in-
volves the use of women in subordinate and degrading roles for the purpose of sexual exploitation. In
many cases it fosters the mentality which considers women as only objects which exist to gratify the
selfish and sometimes sadistic desires of men. Pornography is a form of profound hostility toward
women.

In recent years, pornography has moved rapidly beyond adult scenes involving nudity and heterosexual
intercourse to scenes which depict homosexuality, bestiality, and group sex orgies. Perhaps even worse
is its exploitation of children. Our sensitivities are outraged at the degrading roles which children are
called upon to perform. Often the result is permanent emotional damage to the child, and in some cases,
death by murder. Today, “Kiddie Porn” is a fast growing and profitable segment of the pornography in-
dustry. Its focus is on children at an early or pre-adolescent age. For the sake of these children, this out-
rageous exploitation must stop.

(Continued on page 5)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School
There are Sunday School classes for all ages,
including adults, at 9:00 a.m. each week.

Confirmation Class

The Confirmation class has Catholic Worker
House scheduled for Wednesday, April 7, and
Wednesday, April 21. Also, on Sunday, April
18, the group will prepare for making their stoles.
Sponsors are asked to attend.

Children & Youth news

CHAOS
The junior high youth (grades 7-9) go to
CHAOS, held at Nazareth Lutheran Church in
Cedar Falls from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Transporta-
tion 1s available via the church van, which leaves
at 6:15 p.m.

The Big House
Sr. High youth (grades 10-12) attend The Big
House at Orchard Hill Church each Wednesday.

CHAOS and Big House will have their final
meetings for the year on Wednesday, May 6.

Sr. High Youth Group
Sr. High Youth Group (grades 8-12) meets Sun-
days at 4 p.m. at Pastor Ron’s house (104 Ardis).

Deacons Setting Up Visitation Team
We are all gifted in different ways—some are
gifted to teach, some to encourage, some can
give, or help or lead. We are looking for people
who have a passion for visiting, especially visit-
ing older people who cannot get out of their
homes. The Deacons wish to set up teams who
would be willing to do visitation on a regular
basis. If you are one of those people who loves to
talk or sees this as a way you can be involved in
ministry, please contact one of the deacons to get
your name on the list. Once we have volunteers
there will be a training session. The deacons are:
Linda Braden, Ranae Puls, Tom Dorsey, Paul
Seeber, Beckie Welch, Cindi Dorsey, Jeanne
Hansen, Erlene Rhoades, and Gary Downey.

(Pastor’s column, continued from page 2)
There are also some changes that need to be made in
order to serve younger families. One of the things we
have learned as we have visited growing churches and
read on the issues, is that younger families are looking
for a place where there is fellowship. They want to do
more than just come to church, they have a desire for
building relationships. Many growing churches are
building coffee houses for their members where they
can connect either before or after the service. Our pro-
posed new addition will make something like that pos-
sible in the fellowship hall area.
Another very important desire of young families is a
well-staffed, clean, easily accessible nursery. Right
now, we don’t have that. This new addition would
include a nice nursery and it would also provide for a
nice children’s church room in the same building as
the sanctuary. The children’s church room allows chil-
dren to be with their parents for the first half of wor-
ship and then go and hear a message that is more on
their level for the rest of the service. I know that many
of you grew up believing that your children should be
with you in church and that you are not in favor of this
program, however, many young families see this as a
plus and will only attend a church that has that option.
We also need more modern classrooms with wiring
for internet usage, and all of the other modern tech-
nologies. We may not appreciate all of this new tech-
nology, but it is the way of the future. That is why so
many schools are building new buildings today.
We seriously thought about remodeling the present
educational building and hooking the two buildings
together, however, after studying the possibilities, the
committee decided that it would not be cost-effective.
We would still not have what we wanted and it would
be a hundred years old.
I think it comes down to this. When we vote on build-
ing a new addition, we are really voting on the future
of our church, and the future of our outreach in Hud-
son. Many churches close their doors every year, and
that’s OK, because new churches with new visions are
started. We can make a decision to make the changes
necessary to reach a new generation or we can con-
tinue to operate as we have been and close our doors
in a few years. This is a huge decision for us. And I
know it’s a risk. It will take a huge step of faith to vote
yes. Please pray about this decision before you cast
your ballot.

Pastor Ron



(CCCC'’s position paper on pornography and obscenity, continued from page 3)

Less explicit, but with the potential to be just as morally harmful, are the activities of our film and televi-
sion industries. Too often the Judeo-Christian values which call for sexual faithfulness to one partner in
marriage are either ignored or distorted. Too often the media seems determined to present adultery, in-
cest, prostitution, and in some cases, homosexuality, as the normal way of life. The positive portrayal of
Christians is also a missing ingredient in an industry which often claims to simply reflect that which is
social reality or that which the public wants.

Through the use of “soft core” pornography, the television and film industries promote sexual values
which are blatantly anti-Christian. Furthermore, many of the life-styles and values which are modeled on
the screen work against the traditional community values of society. Media values are often in direct
contradiction to those life styles and values which are modeled and proclaimed in the Scriptures as ex-
amples of holy living. Such holy living is pleasing to God and healthy for us.

We are deeply alarmed at the spread of all levels of pornography as modern technology is utilized. With
the rise in popularity of cable television, video cassette recording, “dial-a-porn”, and personal com-
puters, the distribution of pornography is made even easier. As an industry, it is now a multibillion dol-
lar business and is often linked to organized crime. This expanded access means increased availability in
our homes to both adults and unsupervised children.

Those who indulge in pornography also may become victims as they experience a need for escalation.
Much research indicates that pornography is both seductive and addictive. It desensitizes the viewer and
creates an appetite for even more sexually explicit material. This addiction can happen to anyone who
regularly opens himself to pornography’s influence. Other documentation shows that pornography in
some cases is linked to violence in sex related crimes such as rape or child abuse. This kind of perverted
sexual activity is the result of a society which has come to believe that sex is simply another natural ap-
petite and that it should be satisfied regardless of its manner of satisfaction.

It is time for Christians to wage war on pornography. Churches and individual Christians can no longer
remain silent. We must call individuals to repentance by rebuking their sin and we must speak propheti-
cally of God’s certain judgment upon a society which tolerates such activity. It is time to insist on legis-
lation and firm enforcement of laws which would prohibit those few who would seek to make financial

gain by exploiting the fallen nature of mankind. “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to

any people” (Prov. 14:34).

We call on the President of the United States, the Department of Justice, the Postal Service, and all
proper authorities to enforce those laws and statutes which already exist against sexually explicit mate-
rial. We call on local Christians and local churches to become involved in their individual communities.
We take note that the Supreme Court has ruled that pornography is not protected by the First Amend-
ment and that obscenity shall be determined by local community standards. Thus, it is that we believe
this evil can be reduced, controlled, or eliminated if we the people and our elected officials refuse to tol-
erate its presence in our local communities.

In recognition of our obligation to uphold the righteousness of God, and recognizing that evil often ex-
ists because Christians too often remain silent, we, the Conservative Congregational Christian Confer-
ence, therefore:

ADOPT this position statement condemning pornography; COMMIT ourselves to do everything we can
to work toward the elimination of pornography in our society; PLEDGE OURSELVES to reaffirm
those scriptural principles which promote human dignity, to protect our families from sexual exploita-
tion, to provide healthy roles for the expression of human sexuality, to pray that God will grant national
repentance, to forgive our sin, and to deliver us from our national obsession with all forms of sexual be-
havior which deviate from His revealed will.
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Happy Birthday to Alma Wilson,
who celebrated her 90th birthday on
March 24.

Eound Our Church Faé

Please be in prayer for:

Graduation Sunday is May 23!

We will be honoring our 2010 high school
graduates during worship on Sunday, May 23.
There will be a short reception outside the
church following worship that day. Each 2010
graduate is asked to submit three photos to the
church office at least one week prior to
graduation Sunday. A baby/toddler photo,
middle school photo and high school gradua-
tion photo will be used during our slide show
in worship that day.

OHC Invites Prime-Timers

On Garden Tour Trip

The Senior Ministry at Orchard Hill Church
(OHC) is planning a day trip on Thursday,
June 10. A group will be taking a Hawkeye
Stages coach to Brucemore Mansion in Cedar
Rapids for a special garden tour, followed by
lunch, shopping at the Farmer’s Daughter
Market in Hiawatha and a stop at Peck’s Gar-
den Center. The group leaves from Orchard
Hill Church at 7:45 a.m. and returns at 5 p.m.
Cost is $38, which includes transportation,
gratuity, and admission to Brucemore’s. Pay-
ment is needed by Sunday, May 23. Invite a
friend! For questions, call Jean at 266-9796
or 277-1878.

Juanita Bowman — recovering from a fall
Sherri Bowman — diagnosed with cancer
Lloyd Loonan — recovering following
~_stent placement
Jeanne Hansen — recovering at home

_ after knee replacement surgery
| Randy Trotter — undergoing treatment
for cancer
Beverly Holmes — is currently in hospice
Ella Engel — diagnosed with juvenile diabetes
Pat Staack — beginning new chemotherapy treatments
Betty Chvojka — dealing with post-polio syndrome
Manami Bjorndal’s family, here, in Japan, and in
China — needs our prayers

Our US Service persons — Chase Feener
(Afghanistan), Matt Welch (Florida), Jacob Katka
(Japan), Aneika Kafka-Jackson (Oklahoma), Ryan
Anderson (Hawaii), Randy Kafka (Afghanistan), Josh
Jackson (Afghanistan), Curtis Bartz (California), Paul
Runez (Afghanistan).

To have a person added to our prayer list, please call
the church office. When hospitalized, please remem-
ber to let us know, as area hospitals do not notify your
church.

Praise Band Needs Members!

We are trying to have people lead our worship
each week. Right now we have one praise
band. This gets to be a big load for these peo-
ple, so we are looking for others who love to
sing or play in a band. We expect people who
are involved in this ministry to be at practice
every week and be available to sing at least
once a month. We are in need of singers and
musicians. Please pray about this opportunity
and if you are interested contact Pastor Ron.

Ladies’ Tea Set For May 12

Please join us for the Ladies’
Tea on Wednesday, May 12, at
6:30 p.m. We invite all ladies,
young, old, and in-between, to |
a fun evening with delicious | Ih
desserts in our Fellowship i;\ Mﬁﬂ
Hall. This is open to everyone, _” I ‘

not just ladies in our church.

Tickets will be available in the / ’
upcoming weeks. The tickets

are free, but please pick one up J
so we know how many are
attending. We also will need volunteers for decorat-
ing tables, and we need men to volunteer to serve.
Please contact Shari Downey at 988-3646 if inter-
ested, or check the tear-off tab in the bulletin.

&)




Official Board Minutes, March 1, 2010, meeting
(approval pending)

PRESENT: Pam Wessel, Jacquie Judas, George Wessel, Paul Seeber, Deb Williams, Jo
Kramer, Ron Bartlett, Melissa Seeber, Brandy Wilson, and Marilyn Gallery

Melissa called the meeting to order and Pastor Ron had an opening prayer.

Ron led an in-depth discussion on the 10 reasons small churches tend to stay small. Resistance
to change and the ease of keeping things the same, make growing a church hard work. One of
the necessities for growth is a strong plan, so several 5-year goals for our church were discussed.
We have to keep working on “the plan.”

SECRETARY’S REPORT: George Wessel made a motion to approve the February minutes; Paul
Seeber seconded; all voted aye and the motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Income to the General Fund for the month of February, 2010, totaled
$11,098.63. Expenses for the month totaled $11,090.51. This resulted in a General Fund month-
ending financial accounts value of $33,944.97. With 16.7% of our fiscal year completed, our re-
ceipts are 19.2% and our disbursements are 14.9% of our $143,500 annual budget.

Non-routine February receipts & disbursements included $480 in receipts from attendees of the
Valentines Banquet less $976.35 disbursed for the banquet expenses (net outreach expense of
$496.35), as well as $98 in receipts for Haiti relief efforts less $658 in disbursement ($560 Jan.

receipts + $98 Feb. receipts) which cleared the balance in the Haiti Relief Fund.

Strayer Memorial balance on Feb. 28 was $143,541.82.
Van Fund balance on Feb. 28 was $2,491.16

Library Fund balance on Feb. 28 was 0

Haiti Relief Fund balance on Feb. 28 was 0

George made a motion to approve the report as presented; Pam Wessel seconded; all voted aye
and the motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

- Bell tower repair parts cost is $652.27 plus shipping.

- There will be no Sunday School March 14. Vacation Bible School is August 9-13.

- Approximately 80 tickets were sold for the Valentine’s party. There were good reports on all
aspects of the party.

- The youth made about $140.00 on subs and cookie sales.

BUILDING COMMITTEE: A few small final changes have been made in the blueprint. The target
date for the next congregational meeting is March 28, where updates and more refined cost esti-
mates will be presented. The committee will be looking for an indication to move forward.

NEW BUSINESS: Kim Marsh will be filling in for 5 weeks while Bobbi Hartwig is on vacation.
The Deacons will be resuming the senior/shut-in visits.

Ron closed with prayer and the meeting adjourned.

Marilyn Gallery, Secretary
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Treasurer s Report

Community Church of Hudson Financial Scorecard:

The table below shows the General Fund’s monthly income and expense data for the month of February 2010.

General Fund Monthly Cash Flow —

Income Expense Ending Balance
January 1 (start of fiscal year 10) $27,836
January $16,396 $10,295 $33,937
February $11,099 $11,091 $33,945

With 16.7% of our fiscal year completed, our income is 19.2% and our expenses are 14.9% of our $143,500 fiscal
year budget. Non-routine February receipts & disbursements included $480 in receipts from attendees of the Val-
entines Banquet less $976.35 disbursed for the banquet expenses (net outreach expense of $496.35), as well as $98
in receipts for Haiti Relief efforts less $658 in disbursement ($560 Jan receipts + $98 Feb receipts) which cleared

the balance in the Haiti Relief fund.

Questions regarding your pledge or the scorecard should be addressed to Treasurer, Brandy Wilson, at 988-2097.




