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We �eed You! Help Hudson Welcome RAGBRAI 2010 
  

It's an exciting time of year here in good ole' Hudson, Iowa. On July 29, over 10,000 bicyclists will be 
pedaling into Hudson as part of RAGBRAI. This all began in 1973 when two Des Moines Register    
employees were sharing a cup of coffee and talking about wanting to experience the Iowa countryside 
while bicycling across the state. That first year’s ride was called "The Great Six-Day Bicycle Ride." The 
second year it was called "The Second Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa". Since 1975 this annual 
bicycle trek has been called RAGBRAI (the Register's Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa).  
 

Our church, along with the United Methodist Church and St. Timothy Lutheran Church, will provide 
food and activities for 1,000 cyclists. The activities will be held at our church. Our plan is to serve a   
tortilla-wrapped ham ball (subject to committee approval), lemonade, homemade fruit pies, and an ice 
cream sundae bar. There are lots of ways to help. Each church is asked to provide 350 pieces of fruit pie, 
so if you love to bake pies, please let us know. We've been told pie is a favorite among the bikers. We 
need a crew Wednesday, July 28, to make and cook ham balls, set up tables/chairs, tents and canopies, 
slice desserts, and other odd jobs. If you have a tent or pop-up canopy to lend, please let us know. The 
day of the event, we need adults and youth to serve, hold signs, pick up trash, take pictures, wipe tables, 
etc. We need a crew Thursday night to take down tables/chairs, tents, clean up, wash dishes, etc.  

 

As you can see, there are a lot of ways you can help. We realize not everyone can 
help in one of the ways listed above, so we are also asking for cash donations to 
purchase items needed to prepare the food. If this is a way you can help, please 
send your check to the church and mark "RAGBRAI" in the memo line.  
 

We're very optimistic this will be an exciting and fun-filled day for all. In fact,    
several people have taken the day off work so they can be part of the day's activi-
ties. If you want to sign up to help in any way or have any questions, please call 
Jeff & Erlene Rhoades 988-4396 or e-mail: Rhojefferl@mchsi.com. 

July Happenings 
 

Official Board Meeting 
Monday, July 5 

 

VBS Workshops 
July 7, 27 

 

Ground-Breaking Ceremony 
Monday, July 12 

 

Worship in Park/ Softball Game 
Sunday, July 18 

 

Deacon Board Meeting 
Monday, July 19 

 

RAGBRAI Event 
Thursday, July 29 

Church Softball Game  
To Be Held Sunday, July 18 
 

The Children & Youth Board are inviting all 
youth and adults to a softball game Sunday, 
July 18.  We will meet at the sports complex 
at 4 p.m. to play a game of softball, and fol-
lowing the game, we will go to Pastor Ron 
and Carol’s home at 104 Ardis Street to have 
a cookout. Meat and drinks will be provided. 
Please bring a dish to share. Don’t forget 
your lawnchairs, and your swimsuits if you 
want to swim!  
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 Things at the church slow down quite a bit during the 
summer months, which gives me time to spend plan-
ning our fall activities. So far, I have been working on 
adult Sunday school classes, sermon ideas, outreach 
possibilities, leadership training, and youth group. I 
have also been studying a couple of books, “The Ex-
ternally Focused Church,” and “The Externally Fo-
cused Quest,” both written by Eric Swanson and Rick 
Rusaur. These books challenge churches to join Jesus 
on his mission in a hurting world, and to show and 
share the love of Christ. 
 

Let me give you an idea of some of the things we have 
coming up this fall. First of all, on September 12 we 
are going to be joining with many churches across the 
country for National Back to Church Sunday. This 
will be a week where we will all be encouraged to in-
vite people who are not currently attending a church to 
join us. On September 19 we will confirm those stu-
dents who have been working hard on their confirma-
tion for the past year. We will also begin a new ser-
mon series at that time called, “The Christian Atheist: 
Believing in God but Living as if He Doesn’t Exist.” 
Our adult Sunday school will again be offering a cou-
ple of opportunities for continuing education: I will be 
teaching a systematic theology class based on a book 
by Wayne Grudem. We will also be offering a study 
called, “The Me I Want to Be,” by John Ortburg. This 
study will also be offered in small groups during the 
week.  In addition, Kathy Koch will be leading a Bible 
study.  
 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. But don’t for-
get that there are a lot of activities yet this summer. 
The building project will be starting very soon, Hud-
son Days is July 16-18 with an outdoor worship ser-
vice on July 18, RAGBRAI comes through town on 
July 29 and we are doing a fundraiser that day, and 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for August 9-13. 
On another note, Carol and I will be on vacation July 
5-11 and August 16-29.  
 

                              Pastor Ron  

TJ Hanken To Be Special Guest 
During Worship Sunday, July 4 
 

TJ Hanken will be with us during worship on 
Sunday, July 4.  As most of you probably 
know, TJ, his wife, Dena, and their children 
are living in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
where TJ is serving a 3- to 4-year mission 
term teaching at a Children's Home and Chris-
tian Academy of Guatemala.  TJ will be giv-
ing us an update on the work his family is do-
ing in Guatemala. 

Church Has Job Opening  
For Secretary Position 
There is currently a job 
opening for a church 
secretary position. The 
hours are 8:00 a.m. until 
noon three days a week, 
or potentially five days a 
week, depending on the applicant’s 
preference.  Applicants must be proficient in 
Microsoft Office applications, including 
PowerPoint, Publisher, and Word.  If you are 
interested in this position, please send a letter/
resume to the church office, or speak to either 
Pastor Ron or George Wessel.   



Sail the High Seas  
With VBS August 9-13 

This summer, set sail 
for VBS fun on a High 
Seas Expedition.  Feel 
the sea spray on your 
face and hear the sails 
snap overhead as you 
and your crew experi-
ence the deep rolling 
waters of God’s love!  
VBS is set for August 

9-13 from 9 a.m. until 12 noon.  All children 3 
years old (must be toilet-trained) to entering the 
6th grade are invited to attend. We will provide 
snacks, games, crafts and great music all cen-
tered around Bible stories.  Grades 2nd-6th, if 
you have a Bible of your own, please bring it 
along so that you can learn how to use it and 
follow the lessons.  If you do not have one, we 
will provide one for you to use.  You must pre-
register to attend so that supplies can be or-
dered.  The deadline to register is July 11, so 
don’t delay!  Registration forms are available at 
the church office weekday mornings, Fish Chi-
ropractic, the Hudson Library as well as at: 
www.communitychurchofhudson.org. 
 

Please help us out by registering today!   

Project PE�CILS To Offer          
School Supply Assistance 
We will again this year be sponsoring     
Project PENCILS. Back-to-school time can 
be a difficult time for families on limited 
incomes. Any student enrolled in the Hud-
son school district this fall and who re-
ceived free or reduced lunches during last 
school year (2009-10) is eligible to receive 
a free school supplies package from Project      
PENCILS. Each package will contain most 
of the needed supplies required by the 
school for that student’s grade.  For those 
who would like to register, forms are avail-
able at the Hudson Community School Of-
fice, Hudson Public Library, Fish Chiro-
practic, Total Health of Iowa, Hudson Den-
tistry, Lincoln Savings Bank, and the Com-
munity Office for Ridgeway Trailer Park.  
There are also forms available in the church      
office. Deadline to register is Friday, July 
30, 2010.   

VBS �eeds Your Help! 
 

Calling all teens (7th-12th grades) and adults—we 
need your help to put on a great Vacation Bible 
School!  During the week of August 9-13, we need 
people to act as ‘skippers & crew’ to help us move 
kids around to the different activity centers.  Check 
the tear-off tab in the bulletin or call the church 
office so we can assign you a job.  You don’t have 
to prepare anything, but we would like you to learn 
the music and participate with the activities that the 
kids will be doing.  There will also be workshops to 
help get crafts and scenery ready ahead of time.  
We can use all kinds of help for this so plan to at-
tend one or all of these remaining sessions: 
 
Wednesday, July 7   9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 27   9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, August 3          6:30 p.m. (Orientation  
                 for all helpers) 

Several of our youth attended camp at Village Creek 
Bible Camp during June.  Pictured above are some of 
our senior high group who attended June 20-26. 



Building Project Update 
 

The Building Committee has now finished their 
work and we would like to thank each member of 
the committee for the many hours they gave in 
designing the new addition. They did a super job. 
 

The following are the people who served on the 
Building Committee:  
 

Reed Braden and Tom Petersen, co-chairs  
Dutch Imfeld, secretary 
Ron Bartlett   Jeff Rhoades  Marjane Taylor, 
Gary Downey     Linda Braden Pam Wessel 
George Wessel   Virgil Ehrig 
 

Also, the following people served on the Kitchen 
Committee:  
 

Marjane Taylor   Pam Wessel Beckie Welch 
Gary Downey   Virgil Ehrig 
 

We are now waiting for the bids to be returned. 
They are to be returned by June 30. On July 5, the 
Official Church Board will meet to decide on 
which bids to accept. Shortly after that, we hope 
to see the work begin. 
 

During the building process, we have committees 
in place to oversee the work. The Project Over-
sight Committee is made up of Jeff Rhoades, Gary 
Downey, and John Sewick. This committee will 
be responsible to keep the Executive Committee 
and the Church Board informed of the various 
aspects of the construction process. They will be 
responsible for working with the contractor and 
sub-contractors, and will review bills, payments, 
and changes. They will be at the building site 
every day to answer questions that may arise. If 
anyone from the congregation has questions about 
the building project, these are the people to talk to. 
Do not talk to the contractors with your questions. 
 

Working with the Project Oversight Committee 
will be various other committees, such as the Ex-
terior Committee, the Interior Committee, the Au-
dio-Video Committee, Landscaping Committee, 
and Salvage Committee. There is still time to vol-
unteer for one of these committees. Let the church 
office know if you are interested. 
 

We will try to keep you informed of the progress 
on a regular basis so watch the chimes for up-
dates. Thanks again for your support and patience 
during this building process. 

“Back To Church Sunday”  
To Be Held Sept. 12 

How many people do 
you know who “used to 
go” to church, but just 
don’t anymore? If you 
are like most Americans, 
you know quite a few. 
According to the book 
American Church in Cri-
sis, by David T. Olson, 
“Most Americans have 

been to church, and yet only 20% are regular at-
tendees.” Dr. Gary L. McIntosh from the Talbot 
School of Theology at Biola University estimated 
“more than 76 million people have attended 
church at least once in their lifetime.” Clearly, 
most people who do not currently attend church 
attended at one time in their lives. Many of these 
people, research shows, are willing to try church 
again, given the right opportunity. 
 

“Back to Church Sunday” is designed to be that 
opportunity—a Sunday service dedicated to the 
people who do not attend church in our commu-
nity. The program intentionally reaches out to 
those who have left the church—and encourages 
them to return. 
 

An event like this can provide the perfect catalyst 
for those looking to attend or return to church. 
Some people may want to reconnect with fellow 
believers, reconnect with God, or just return to 
what was once an important part of their lives. 
Whatever their reason, the “Back to Church Sun-
day” campaign will give us an opportunity to 
reach out and welcome them back.  
 

This event will happen Sunday, September 12. 
We will be talking more about this in the coming 
weeks, but now would be a good time to begin to 
pray and think about people you know who used 
to go to church but don’t go anymore. As a 
church, we will be sending postcards to people 
who live in the Hudson zip code. We will also 
have invitations for you to hand deliver to some-
one you would like to personally invite. 

 

Think about this statistic:   Of the people who 
used to go to church, 41% said they would return 
if a friend or acquaintance invited them. Let’s be 
that friend. 



 
 

July Birthdays   
2– Lloyd Loonan 
3– Cecil Taylor, Anne Schrader, 
      Gary Chilcote 
5– Melissa Seeber  
6– Daryl Taylor, Deborah Weber, 
      Michael Holmes 
7– Tom Glessner, Kristin Mettlin 
8– Brad Hansen 
9– Karen Brandhorst, Justin Petersen 
10– Shawn Larson 
11– Kelly Andorf 
12– Kathleen Holmes, Jill Meyer 
13– Jeremiah Koch 
14– Cory Taylor 
15– Jared King 
16– Mary Kroymann, Lane Rogers 
18– Shirley Norton, Carol Bartlett  
19– Nick Kelly 
20– Penny Engel, Reed Braden, 

Ronda Braden, Brian Swanson, 
Theodore Mikels 

21– William Harder 
22– Boyd Hamm 
24– Hanna Cartney 
27– Neil Bucy 
28– Whitney Williams 
29– Pat Staack, Sammy Dorsey 
30– Zach Ingles 

WORSHIP ASSISTA�TS 
4–   Gary Downey 
11– Jeanne Hansen 
18– Linda Braden 
25– Beckie Welch 
 

COMPUTER OPERATORS 
4–   Kelci Judas 
11– Kathy Koch 
18– None—Worship in the Park 
25– Pam Wessel  
 

SOU�DBOARD OPERATOR 
4–   Don Swanson 
11– Jim Koch 
18– None—Worship in the Park 
25– Carol Bartlett  

        July Calendar  
 

July 5 Holiday—Office Closed  
             Official Board 7 pm 
 

July 7 VBS Workshop 9:30 am 
  Praise Band practice 7 pm 
 

July 8    Prayer Shawl Ministry 4 pm 
 

July 11  Worship 9 am                

July 12  Ground-Breaking 6 pm 
 

July 13  Mission Board 6 pm 
  VBS Workshop 6:30 pm   

July 14  Praise Band practice 7 pm 
 

July 15   RAGBRAI meeting 6 pm 
 

July 18  Worship in the Park 9 am 
              Church Softball Game 4 pm 
 

July 19   Deacons meeting 6:30 pm 
 

July 21  Praise Band practice 7 pm 
 

July 25  Worship 9 am                

July 27  VBS workshop 9:30 am 
 

July 28  Praise Band practice 7 pm 
 

July 29  RAGBRAI event 

CHILDRE�’S CHURCH 
4–   Nicole Rogers/Quentin Judas   
11– Suzi Hansen/Kara Mettlin 
18– None—Worship in the Park 
25– Beckie Welch/Kaitlyn Mettlin 
 

�URSERY 
4–   Leah Vane/Kelci Judas/Kaitlyn 

Mettlin 
11– Leah Vane/Katie Slade 
18– None—Worship in the Park 
25– Leah Vane/Amanda Poyner  
 

USHERS 
Lynn Petersen,  
Dick & Marilyn Helling,  
Diana Rokusek 

Our Ministers at Work This July  

Ground-Breaking Celebration 
Set For Monday, July 12 
We would like to invite all of you to join 
us for our Ground-Breaking Celebration 
to be held Monday, July 12, at 6 p.m. This 
is a major event in the life of our church 
and we need to celebrate. We will meet 
outdoors at 6 p.m. for the ground breaking 
and will follow with a meal. Meat, drinks, 
and dessert will be provided, but we need 
help with side dishes. If you are able to 
bring a dish, please sign the tear-off tab in 
the bulletin or contact the church office.  

Reminder: Sunday worship 
begins at 9 a.m. during the sum-
mer.  Worship will revert back 
to 10:10 a.m. beginning on  
September 12.  

Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 18 
 

During Hudson Days weekend, on Sunday, July 18, we 
will be holding our regular Sunday worship service in 
the Hudson city park.  Worship starts at 9 a.m.  Bring 
your lawnchairs!  In the event of rain, we will come 
back and hold worship indoors.   



Around Our Church 

Dear Community Church of Hudson: 
Thank you so much for the scholarship and 
the inspiring book.  Nobody ever forgets the 
church they grew up in, and I sure won’t! I 
have become a real outreach and 
‘volunteerific’ person from attending there.  I 
will never forget all the memories and all 
those I met.  Thanks again, 
Sammy Green 

Please be in prayer for:          

Denise Allen – friend of Ranae    
Puls, needs a new kidney 
Ron Wyatt – Pam Wessel’s  
brother, in liver failure 
Ginger Chilcote – dealing with 
health issues 
Sherri Bowman – diagnosed 
with cancer 
Randy Trotter – undergoing 
treatment for cancer 

Beverly Holmes – residing at Ravenwood  
Pat Staack – continuing with chemotherapy 
treatments  
Betty Chvojka – dealing with post-polio  
syndrome  
 
Our US Service persons – Chase Feener 
(Afghanistan), Matt Welch (Florida), Jacob 
Kafka (Japan), Ryan Anderson (Hawaii), 
Randy Kafka (Afghanistan), Josh Jackson 
(Kentucky), Curtis Bartz (California), Paul 
Runez (Afghanistan).  
 
 

* Congratulations to Luke & Chris-
tina Brandhorst of West Des Moines 
on the birth of a son, Brett Michael, 
on June 11.  
 

* Congratulations to Stan and Betty 
Chvojka, who celebrated their 60th 
anniversary on June 21. 
 

* Congratulations to Don and Janet Swanson, who 
celebrated 40 years of marriage on June 28. 
 

* Congratulations to Bob & LaVonne Johnson, who 
will celebrate their 60th anniversary on July 29. 

Have a great summer! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has 
produced about 20 shawls so far, 
and they are ready for delivery!  
If there is someone you would 
like to give a shawl to, please do 
so.  There are tags pinned to the 
shawls stating who made them. There is also a card 
attached that needs to be filled out by the person giv-
ing the shawl.  That card needs to be left at the church 
or given to someone in the Prayer Shawl Ministry as a 
record.  There is also a card to be given to the receiver 
of the shawl.  Please put the name of the person who 
created the shawl on the card and write a short note to 
the recipient. We would love pictures of the shawl and 
the recipient if possible. The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets at the church on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 4 p.m.  If that times does not work for you but you 
still want to participate, you can make the shawls and 
bring them in. We will be happy to teach you if you 
want to learn. Anyone age 10 & up is welcome to join 
us.  We have patterns, yarn, and needles at the church 
that you are welcome to come and pick up. We will 
stay on Thursday as long as needed, so come in any-
time that works for you. If you are coming in after 
6:30 p.m., please call and let us know.  If you have 
questions, please contact Nancy Colwell, Pam Wessel 
or Linda Braden 



   
  
 

June 7, 2010 Official Board Meeting 
(Approval pending) 

 

.COMMUNITY CHURCH BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

June 7, 2010 
 

President Melissa Seeber called the meeting to order and Pastor Ron Bartlett opened with prayer.  Present were:  Jacquie Judas, Deb 
Williams, Linda Braden, Ron Bartlett, Brandy Wilson, Tom Petersen, Melissa Seeber, Marci Fish, Jim Koch, George Wessel, and 
Marilyn Gallery. 
 

PASTOR'S REPORT:  Ron reported he, Melissa, and George had an interview with Tim Sir, a 4C (Conservative Congregational Chris-
tian Conference) representative and it went well.  This is the final step in the application process and Ron and Melissa were glad to tell 
him of all the good things happening in our church. 
Ron again expressed his thanks to the many leaders, officers, and committee chairmen of the church for sharing their time and talents. 
 

SECRETARY'S MINUTES:  Linda made a motion to approve the May minutes, George seconded; all voted aye.  Motion approved. 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Income to the General Fund for the month of May, 2010 totaled $12,271.80.  Expenses for the month to-
taled $11,306.29.  This resulted in a General Fund month-ending financial accounts value of $39.119.33.  With 41.7% of our fiscal year 
completed, our receipts are 45.5% and our disbursements are 37.7% of our $143,500 annual budget. 
 

Strayer Memorial Fund balance on May 31 was $144,124.01. 
Van Fund balance on May 31 was $3,249.54. 
Prayer shawl fund balance on May 31 was $120.00 
 

Tom made a motion to approve the financial report; Jim seconded; all voted aye.  Motion approved. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  All church committee monthly reports are on file with the church secretary.  Items of interest are:  The Dea-
con Board is planning a summer event for young adults.  This is an effort to determine what the church can offer to this group to aid 
their spiritual growth.  Deacons are also having discussion about the worship service--it's pace, communion service procedures, 
prayer, and the use of microphones. 
 

The Mission Board made the following contributions:  NE Iowa Food Bank ($1,000), House of Hope ($1,500), and the Salvation Army 
($1,000). 
 

The Personnel Committee will be meeting to discuss hiring an additional part-time secretary to replace Jo Kramer, who is leaving be-
cause of an increase in work hours at her other job.  They will first advertise in the bulletin and The Chimes. 
 

Jeff and Erlene Rhoades have agreed to chair the RAGBRAI Committee. 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE: Tom reported the structural drawings for the new building are done---just waiting for the kitchen plans to 
finalize them.  The committee wants all bids in by June 30 so ground can be broken in July.  More volunteers are needed on all com-
mittees except audio-video. 
 

BUILDING FINANCE:  Jim Koch said he has received $531,500.00 in pledges. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  The Executive Committee has hired a structural engineer for a very reasonable amount.  The price of lumber and 
other building materials is starting to come down, so no prices have been locked in as yet. 
 

A representative from Sound Design met with Paul Seeber and gave an outside figure of $4,000.00 to do a survey, analysis, and pre-
sent a proposal for the audio-video needs of the church and the new fellowship hall buildings.  This is $1,000 more than what the board 
had previously authorized.  George made a motion to increase the authorization to $4,000.00; Tom seconded; all voted aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 

An inquiry has been made about purchasing fans for the choir loft, chancel, and some classrooms.  After discussion, it was decided to 
table this idea. 
 

There was extensive discussion about replacing the current church computer software with Fellowship One software.  it is internet 
based and has many advantages over the current system.  This would be a good time to convert the software---before Jo's replace-
ment starts.  There is a $432/year cost for a Growth Edition (plus $200 conversion fee) or a $594/year Growth Plus Edition (plus $350 
conversion fee.)  Linda made a motion to purchase the Growth Edition; Brandy seconded; all voted aye.  Motion passed. George will 
handle the purchase. 
 

Marci Fish, representing the Christian Education Board, reported they believe the nursery needs a paid worker--someone who will be 
there every Sunday and responsible for all aspects of the nursery.  George made a motion to hire Marci Fish's nanny on a 3 month trial 
basis for 2 hours every Sunday at $10/hour, and then review the situation in the fall.  Background check would be done before the start 
of June 13 or 20.  Brandy seconded; all voted aye.  Motion approved. 
 

Ron closed with prayer and the meeting adjourned. 
 

Marilyn Gallery, Secretary 
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Community Church of Hudson Financial Scorecard: 
 

The table below shows the General Fund’s monthly income and expense data for the month of May 2010.    
 
General Fund Monthly Cash Flow – 
 Income  Expense         Ending Balance  
January 1 (start of fiscal year ‘10)   $27,836 
Q1 $39,613 $31,675 $35,774 
April $13,457 $11,077 $38,154 
May $12,272 $11,306 $39,120 
 
With 41.7% of our fiscal year completed, our income is 45.5% and our expenses are 37.7% of our $143,500 fiscal 
year budget.   
 
Questions regarding your pledge or the scorecard should be addressed to Treasurer, Brandy Wilson, at 988-2097. 
 


